
Shared human experience can often  
result in such phrases, the ones we  
hear (or say) time and time again.  
We see the year winding down to a 
conclusion, yet there’s another one  
just peeping over the horizon.

As we catch our breath during holiday 
and vacation preparations, it’s natural to 
reflect on the events of the past year and 
then turn toward the future with hope in 
our hearts and anticipation on our faces.

2011—a wonderful year of education 
and competition, starting with the 
musical leadership seminar in January 
and on through regional contest, Fall 
music school and international contest 
in Houston. Congratulations to Greater 
Kingston Chorus, Here & Now! and Lost 
in Harmony—you guys rock!

2012—already shaping up to be a 
year for change, so you won’t want 
to miss anything! The administrative 
leaders’ seminar in January features 
Kathy Carmody as faculty. A funny and 
inspirational leader, Kathy is going to be 
able to give us a lot more info about the 
Harmonic Progression announcement and 
how it is going to affect Region 16. Click 
here for registration and class schedule 
documents.  The deadline is January 1st.

There’s a lot going on in the region, so 
catch up with your sister choruses by 
reading their submissions in the Sixteenth 
Notes!  The next deadline is February 
29th, 2012.

We also want to hear about it if you 
or your group end up in the regular 
(civilian) media.  Here’s a link to an 
article about Elaine Gain in Kingston: 
http://www.thewhig.com/ArticleDisplay.
aspx?e=3401157 

On behalf of the Regional Management 
Team and the Sixteenth Notes staff, 
Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas and a 
joyous New Year!!

Oooh, I smell cookies...

Kagey Gray 
Editor-inChief 
The Sixteenth Notes

 winter 2012  /  issue 10  /  saregion16.com

AROUND THE REGION

A NOTE FROM

HERE & NOW!

UNDERFOOT

A  S W E E T  A D E L I N E
MILESTONE

Page 4

IN THIS ISSUE
Page 2

Page 3

Page 9

Page 10

An unFOrGettABLe

EXPERIENCE

A LAkE ONTARIO REGION 16 PUbLICATION 

WHERE HAS 
THE YEAR 
GONE?

QUARTET SCHOOL
Page 12

Page 11

QuArtet
CORNER

http://www.saregion16.com/dbpage.php?pg=edres&_navlink=173


Hey there Region 16!! What’s shakin’?  

As always Here & Now! has had a whirlwind schedule but “that’s the way uh, huh… uh, huh… we like it...uh, huh…uh, 
huh”.

Erin Howden coached us during the daytime in Kingston on Sept. 12 then we drove west to Belleville, ON where Nancy 
(bass) was inducted into Bay of Quinte chorus as their new chorus director. Exciting times. Flash forward to Sept. 17 to 
find us in Newmarket, ON. York Highlands held a BIG garage sale for us. Actually it was held in a retired fire hall. We 
sang. We bartered. We had fun! Thanks YHC for all your hard work. And why not drive east to Canton, NY on Oct. 1 to 
sing on Acapella North’s (aka St. Lawrence) show? Seemed like a great idea to us and it WAS! Is it inconceivable that 
Linda, Martha and Stephanie would then drive from the GTA back east to Kingston on Oct. 7 (after working all day)? 
Yeah, well, they did it. We had the honour of singing on Greater Kingston’s ‘Send off to Houston’ party and nothing was 
going to stop us from being there. And they drove back to the GTA that same night. Did I mention whirlwind?

Mix in here regular rehearsals in Cobourg, ON and coaching that Martha and Nancy do “in their spare time”. Finally 
it was time to pack the suitcases and head to Houston, TX on Oct. 15. We spent Sunday and Monday doing tourist 
stuff and kickin’ back a bit. Well-deserved, eh? Oh… except for Martha who had RMT meetings to attend but we made 
sure she had some quality down time, too. We cheered loudly for Lost in Harmony, our Young Women in Harmony 
representatives. (We love you girls!) Before we knew it we were on stage in the International quartet contest on Oct. 19 
singing FIRST. When this quartet formed, our number one mission was to “give back to Region 16” and if a blue ribbon 
or two happened to be flung around our necks then that would be a nice reward. It was an absolute honour to represent 
Region 16 in Houston and Seattle. We created memories that will last a lifetime. Nancy was back on stage on Oct. 20 
with Greater Kingston chorus. And that was Houston! 

Then along came fall music school and the fantastic opportunity to facilitate a Young Women In Harmony workshop 
on Nov 12. Every time we do a workshop such as this it confirms our belief that there IS a future for this “hobby”. Our 
twelve young ladies (ages 8-21) were a delight. These smart, energetic, curious, respectful, funny and talented young 
women sang “The Loco-Motion” (and other songs) to Region 16 attendees at the end of the workshop.

Christmas is just around the corner and by the time you read this we’ll have performed at YHC’s concert on Dec. 3. We’d 
like to take a sentence or two and once again thank everyone for their physical and mental support, the gifts of love, our 
main squeeze coaches Diane Porsch and Erin Howden, our directors, our choruses, and everyone who bought tickets for 
raffles, or jam or cheesecakes or licorice sticks. We look forward to seeing you at future regional events. Happy holidays 
and here’s to 2012!

Here & Now!   Region 16 – 2011 & 2010 quartet champions

A NOTE FROM
HERE & NOW!

Linda Morrison – tenor,  
Martha DeClerq – lead,  
Stephanie Foley – baritone 
Nancy Watson – bass
 
www.hereandnowqt.com



It’s amazing how a simple invitation to some teenagers to attend a YWIH workshop turned into a two and a half year 
adventure! It began when three young women joined me at a Youth Harmony Explosion event hosted by York Highlands 
Chorus and is winding up after attending two fall music schools, quartet school, and Komedy Kwartet night; winning 
a number of local talent contests; performing at many local events; hosting a YWIH workshop; teaching barbershop 
harmony in three local high schools; organizing and “starring” in two very successful fund-raising concerts; and 
competing in two Rising Star contests ... memories that will last a lifetime!!

Lost in Harmony still has a couple of “gigs” before Christmas and plans to host another YWIH event in the spring. But 
Lindsay (lead) and Lexie (bari) will be heading off to university in the fall and are choosing to focus on their studies. The 
good news is that Dani (tenor) is hooked on the barbershop sound and is auditioning for Orangeville Chorus!!!

Support from Region 16 and many choruses in the region has been phenomenal! Combined with funds raised locally, 
Lost in Harmony was able to travel to Seattle and Houston fully funded!! 

Special thanks to Here & Now! for being such great friends and mentors to the girls.

Thank you all for your commitment to supporting these young women ... the future of our organization.

In harmony  
Joan Borden  
Co-director, Orangeville Chorus

AN UNFORGETTAbLE 
EXPERIENCE!



Bay of Quinte Chorus is sad to say 
good-bye to Nancy Moorcroft, who has 
been our director for 10 years. Nancy 
announced in June that she was stepping 
down, due to a number of personal 
reasons. We thank Nancy for her years of 
service and dedication.

So while the chorus took a summer 
break, a Director Search Committee was 
formed and then went to work. Emails 
were sent to a number of choruses in the 
Region, we posted on the SING group, 
we advertised in the Barbershop Harmony 
Ontario District publication and generally 
just got the word out that we were 
looking for a new director.

I am delighted to announce that we 
now have a new director and we happily 
welcome NANCY WATSON into the 
position! Nancy has coached us many 

times over the years. Nancy sings with 
the Greater Kingston Chorus and is the 
bass with Here and Now! quartet. Nancy 
started with us on Monday, September 12 
and we planned a fun and entertaining 
evening, including a performance by 
Here and Now! We invited former 
members and guest members from our 
Christmas Chorus. We announced our 
new beginnings in local newspapers and 
invited all interested women to come out. 

We look forward to working with Nancy 
and learning from her extensive skills and 
talents. 

Cheryl Street
Assistant Director

Bay of Quinte Chorus

greater Kingston Chorus

Buffalo gateway Chorus

Amy stacey

North Metro Chorus

Ginny Massino

Anita winkle

saratoga souNdtraCK 
Chorus

JoAnn Borden

Valecia Digristina

Quay Houchen

stephanie sheber

seNeCa souNdwaves 
Chorus

Katie Brummell

Laura Baumann

Brenda sackett

yorK highlaNds Chorus

Patty Bowyer

Jenn Febel

Kelly Hemphill

sylvia Jewison

Marg Otter

sarah Pippy

Kathleen sarassin

Linda smerle

Cindy whitfield

NEW MEMbERS
region 16 extends a warm 
welcome to the following new 
members.

The Greater Kingston Chorus has just 
received notification of Elaine Gain’s 
retirement as our Master Director. Her 
retirement is effective January 1st, 2012. 
Elaine has been GKC’s director for 32 
years and has lead us to many successes.  

We have participated in international 
competitions five times in the past 17 
years, with three of those times coming in 
the past four years alone. 

We won double gold medals in our last 
regional competition in 2010, which was 
also the year of our 50th anniversary. 

Elaine has been our director through all 
these successes and will be retiring from 
directing, but not from singing. She has 
chosen to join the risers and continue to 
sing with us for as long as she can, and 
now the basses and leads are vying for 
her to join their section!

We have been so lucky to have Elaine 
direct us for so many years; our new 
director (whoever he or she may be), will 
have big shoes to fill.
 
JoAnne Vincent, President
Greater Kingston Chorus

AROUND
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DIRECTOR 
WANTED

Island Hills Chorus is an 
established, mid-size Sweet 
Adeline chorus located in 
Hauppauge, NY (on Long Island).  
We are seeking an experienced 
musical director to take us  
‘onward and upward’ as we 
continue to build excellence and 
consistency in both competition 
and performance entertainment. 
Island Hills has ranked 4th in 
Region 15 for the past two years, 
we are currently scored at a  
B- level. Our history includes 
multiple regional championships 
and an international win in 
1978. We have a number of 
quartets within the chorus, one 
of which participates in regional 
competition. We have an 
excellent, year-round rehearsal 
location and extremely active 
management and music teams.  
Please send your resume and 
letter of intent to IHC Director 
Search at islandhillschorus@gmail.
com or contact Team Coordinator, 
Felicia Redfield, at 516/857-6015.

Singers dream of sold-out shows and 
standing ovations. They validate our 
diligent work, craftsmanship and goal 
of connecting with audiences to share 
our passion for telling a story, put to 
music. As we prepare to perform our 
Holiday Cabaret show, we are ecstatic to 
learn that we can fit no more fans at our 
full-to-capacity venue. We also fantasize 
that our new Christmas song will evoke 
the same emotions which brought tears 
to our audience last year with “Mary, Did 
You Know.” 

Looking back to August, being honored 
to sing again for the Barbershop Parade 
at the Chautauqua Institute, a new song 
there helped bring us a standing ovation, 
making us feel on top of the world. 
As fellow sisters in harmony, you know 
how this craft evokes a circle of thrilling 
emotion that could not happen without 
our family, friends and people who are 
more than pleasantly surprised to hear us 
for the first time. You know those folks: 
for years they never attend a show for 
one reason or another or have not fully 
understood why Mom or Grandma HAS 
to go to rehearsal each week. Then they 
finally purchase a ticket and experience 
the chorus. Buffalo Gateway received 
numerous comments after our annual 
show in September from these types 
of people, exclaiming “Wow, you really 
sound great,” “Now I see what the fuss 
is all about,” and “What took me so long 
to come to a performance?” Our show 
audience was also treated to the amazing 
sound and sight of the Yellow Jackets, the 
University of Rochester’s male a cappella 
group who were contestants on NBC’s 
“The Sing Off” this season. One of our 
members is the proud mother of one of 
the boys. It was, indeed, thrilling to have 
The Yellow Jackets share our stage and 
then watch them in Hollywood each week 
thereafter, sharing in their experience as 
they put forth their best to stay in the 
competition.

We continued to mix with amazing and 
talented people when we got a chance 
to party and sing with North Metro 
Chorus early in November after their 
retreat, which happened to be held at 
the Adam’s Mark Hotel in Buffalo. What 
started out as North Metro requesting 
to borrow our risers so they wouldn’t 
have to try to smuggle theirs through 
customs, resulted in the opportunity of a 
lifetime. We gladly donated our risers to 
our Sisters-in-Song, because that’s what 
Region 16 choruses do. They thoroughly 
surprised us by opening up their Saturday 
night celebration to us, inviting all 95 
of our members to come eat, drink and 
perform with them. It is a night we will 
never forget. The ladies of North Metro 
were of course, welcoming, gracious and 
more than generous. There was incredible 
time and effort put into the celebration 
and we will cherish the memories forever. 

Our Music Team had an intense day-long 
training session prior to the gathering 
with North Metro, and has shared 
wonderful ways in which they plan to 
qualify us on our songs in a more efficient 
manner and lovingly whip us into shape 
for Denver this coming year. In the past 
month, we have helped the musical 
leadership teach 3 songs to 29 guests, 
which they will perform with BGC on our 
Holiday Cabaret. You’ll soon find footage 
of this event on our web site or You Tube. 
We are hopeful that by mainstreaming 
the experience on the web, it will further 
broaden horizons for a cappella music 
in general and Sweet Adelines, ideally 
bringing in even more potential members. 
Buffalo Gateway is tremendously excited 
about the year ahead and continues to 
work extremely hard with our coaches. 
We wish you your own standing ovation 
in 2012!

Submitted by Leigha M. Eichhorn

Buffalo gateway Chorus
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orangeville Chorus

Orangeville Celebrates 30 Years

On November 18, 1981 Orangeville 
Chorus became a chapter of Sweet 
Adelines International, and has never 
looked back. Pat Vipond was the  
original director and she is still directing 
us today along with Joan Borden,  
a chorus chartered member. 

Under their fine leadership, the chorus 
has been very busy with preparations  
and celebrations. In June, the chorus 
hosted a special community performance 
to thank and recognize the many 
supporters from Orangeville and 
surroundings areas who made the  
chorus journey a successful one. 

After a nice summer break, the chorus 
began preparations for our big 30th 
anniversary performance on November 
3rd. What a fun time that was as  
everyone had an opportunity to take 

a ride down memory lane with various 
music and then retire to the foyer for 
refreshments and a chance to view the 
costumes from the past.

Before breaking for Christmas the chorus 
is busy preparing for the Man in Motion 
presentation in Orangeville, some special 
nursing home visits and a special family 
Christmas performance. 

Since one of our members has a son in 
the Armed Forces in Afghanistan, the 
chorus recently had fun packaging up 
goodies to send to Kabul for the troops. 
(see the picture). 

Now it is preparing for the International 
Membership Open House in January. 

Orangeville Chorus wishes everyone a 
“Very Merry Christmas”.

Carousel harmony Chorus

On Saturday, October 29, the Carousel 
Harmony Chorus held their 5th annual 
Young Women in Harmony workshop.  
This year our community was hit hard 
by September flooding on the first day 
of school and the week following, so we 
held off a bit getting the information 
out to schools, where we usually have 
wonderful support. There was a smaller 
group this year, but no less enthusiastic 
in learning their music and attending 
the workshop. Of the 25 registered 
participants, about half were “returns” 
from previous years. Two had even 
attended three previous workshops.

Each year we reach a few different young 
women and new audiences for their 
performance with us. This year, we invited 
the group to sing on our show, Friends 
For All Seasons, the week following 
the workshop. The girls sang “We Go 
Together” with choreography, then 
Carousel Harmony members joined them 
for “Ev’ry Street’s a Boulevard”, which the 
chorus already knew. The girls joined us 
again for the finale number, “That’s What 
Friends Are For”. We’re still receiving 
positive comments from audience 
members about their performance and 

from the girls and their parents about how 
much they enjoyed the experience. 

This yearly event continues to promote 
the fun of barbershop harmony to the 
girls and our musical art form to our 
audiences.

Judy Zwick   :-) 
YWIH Coordinator 
www.carouselharmony.org
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North Metro Chorus

Dramatic news from North Metro! June 
Dale has had her cataracts removed and 
new intra-ocular lenses inserted. She 
now has perfect 20/20 vision. For the 
first time in a long time June can actually 
see our faces and accurately assess our 
facial expression. Hopefully this will lead 
to a whole new level of emotional output 
from the chorus—and not a nervous 
breakdown in our esteemed director! 

This past summer our choreographer Erin 
Howden held another Visual Leadership 
Conference in Toronto. Using her own 
chorus as guinea pigs, Erin demonstrated 
a variety of techniques for enhancing 
visual teaching and performance in the 
chorus setting. We are proud of Erin and 
the gifts she brings to others in these 
conferences. 

North Metro is already busy preparing 
for international competition in Denver, 
Colorado next October, and excitement 
is building. We are so proud to be one 
of four choruses from Region 16 headed 
to Denver next year. New costumes, new 

repertoire, and lots of practice are adding 
to the buzz. Already, we have had a 
tremendously successful retreat in Buffalo 
with Tampa Bay’s Tony DeRosa. His 
inspired coaching left us uplifted and fully 
aware of work still to be done. We thank 
Buffalo Gateway Chorus, who generously 
allowed us to use their risers during the 
retreat, and also Region 16 and John 
Dykeman for use of sound equipment 
for the weekend. Of course the weekend 
was not all work! Saturday night was 
party night for North Metro and Buffalo 
Gateway. The two choruses enjoyed an 
evening of food, drink, and song which 
left both groups hoping for more of the 
same in the future. 

Music School in Kingston was another  
fall highlight. The Saturday night program 
was very entertaining, what with Diane 
Porsch’s “thigh”-lights and the evening’s 
entertainment agenda. It was wonderful 
to hear and see all the talent that exists  
in our Region live and up close. 
 

After our Christmas Party on December 
7th, a three-week break will be welcome 
before we embark on a very busy 2012. 
This year we are holding a lottery 
beginning immediately after Christmas. 
Prizes include tickets to a Maple Leafs’ 
game (great seats!) and cash prizes 
ranging from $250 to $1000. Get your 
tickets one and all—who can’t use a little 
more cash?

We wish you all a most harmonious 
holiday season, and a healthy, happy  
New Year!!

submitted by Martha O’Driscoll

Greetings From Eastside Harmony 
 
After relocating to a brand new rehearsal 
hall in August, Eastside Harmony has had 
an incredible fall. Our new location at the 
newly renovated St. Francis Centre in Ajax 
has meant lower rent costs, which in turn 
led to lower chorus dues, a wonderful 
outcome of the move! 

We are ecstatic that we have had six  
new members join us since September 
and hope to have more by the end of  
the year. 

We had a lot of fun at our cabaret on 
November 19th and will be ending the 
2011 year with a holiday party.  
 
 

It has been an incredible fall and we are 
looking forward to the contest stage 
again, this time with many new voices  
and faces. Should be exciting. 

See you all there!
Val Dunham 

eastside harmony Chorus
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First Timer Fun
A Saratoga Soundtrack newbie shares 
her experiences at her first regional 
convention

WOW! AMAZING! FUN! AWESOME! 
INSPIRATIONAL! EXCITING!

These are the words I used to describe 
my first experience at a regional 
barbershop competition in Syracuse. 
I proudly displayed my first place 
small chorus ribbon around my neck, 
showed off my hundred or so photos 
from the weekend and safely put away 
memorabilia from the trip including my 
all events badge with the “First Timer” 
ribbon on it. I tried to convey the sheer 
joy, energy and excitement that I felt all 
weekend long but it truly is one of those 
‘you had to be there’ experiences!

I had no idea what to expect from the 
competition weekend. It was hard for 
me to comprehend how amazing it 
would be because I was worried about 
remembering the choreography, staying 
in my own part (and not joining lead with 
my neighbors), continuing to emote, 
focusing on the director, getting my 
makeup base the right shade, figuring out 
where to be at what time, how to keep 

my toes from going numb in my shoes, 
hitting the right button on the pitch pipe 
and of course to BREATHE!

However, once I arrived in Syracuse and 
realized that women from all over the 
region were traveling to the same spot 
for the same reason, I realized this whole 
experience was bigger than me.

I was impressed at how organized this 
competition was. From the shuttles, to 
check in, to the professionalism and 
helpfulness of all the competition staff, it 
was all very well done. The camaraderie 
and positive spirit of all the competitors 
stuck with me. I felt that everyone truly 
wanted each other to succeed and do 
their best to leave it all out on the stage. 
I really thought of it as a showcase of 
the chorus’ talents and only started to 
feel competitive when I was squeezing 
the hands of my singing sisters in the 
audience hoping to hear our name called.

Winning first place in our division was the 
highlight and validated all the hard work 
and dedication from each of us. Other 
memorable moments were: laughing to 
tears with my car mates, marveling at the 
size of the competition venue, rallying for 
three chorus members who were having 

difficult times, shedding tears when 
our director gave each of us her heart, 
holding hands on stage as we sang our 
encore, giggling at the creative lyrics of 
some quartets, listening to impromptu 
performances at the afterglows, hearing 
words of wisdom and support from our 
coach and getting to know each of my 
chorus friends better!

I joined the chorus during the Holiday 
membership drive looking for a way 
to meld my love of performance and 
singing and my need to get out of the 
house. What I thought was just a group 
of women who loved to sing and dress 
in fun costumes together is really this 
whole worldwide barbershop culture with 
thousands of women, 30+ in particular 
that are now my extended family.

I remember hearing one of the members 
describing how easy it is to get addicted 
to this musical genre and this competition 
certainly cemented the barbershop 
monkey on my back! I can’t wait to be on 
that stage next year, I want to do more, I 
want to be in a quartet. Bring it on!

Submitted by Alyssa Keegan

saratoga soundtrack Chorus



Friday Oct 21st, 10:45 p.m.
What’s that clicking sound? It sounds 
almost like broken glass stuck in the 
grout of the porcelain tiles in this Hilton 
Americas washroom. It’s late and very 
quiet, allowing me to hear the clicking 
sound of every step I take. I slowly slide 
my sandaled foot on the grout line, and 
Yep! There’s that sickening sound again. 
I wish I had put my glasses on when 
I decided to get out of bed to go to 
the bathroom. I take a few more steps, 
listening intently to see if I can hear it 
again. And Yep! There it is. What the  
heck is making that sound?

Oct 20 – 22, 2011 Houston, Texas
Sweet Adelines International. 
Our chorus has been very fortunate in 
recent years. Winning the mid-sized 
competition one year and then overall 
the next has given us the opportunity to 
sing at international’s Harmony Classic 
in Seattle, Washington in 2010 and this 
year in Houston, Texas. Thousands of 
singers flocked to their designated hotels 
for a week of practices, get-togethers, 
sightseeing, practices, hair, make-up, 
costumes, practices, and finally shuttled 
to the Toyota Centre to perform on  
stage for six minutes. Yes, you heard  
me, six whole minutes.

Thursday, Oct 20th, 12:00pm
There are hundreds of ladies standing in 
line outside the Toyota Centre waiting for 
the gates to open. All purses and bags 
are checked for water bottles and food 
that are prohibited to take in the Centre. 
As Margaret and I join in the line-ups we 
notice that Paula Allen is looking down at 
the ground searching for something. She 
tells us that she’s lost her 40th anniversary 
SAI pin. She just noticed the pin was 
missing and felt it had just fallen where 
she was standing. 

I should add here that it’s no small feat to 
receive a 40th year pin from SAI. In fact, 
it’s quite uncommon. Just the thought 
of keeping up a hobby for 40 years is 
overwhelming to me. I’m proud to say 

that I know some of these ladies who 
have achieved that goal and who have 
dedicated part of their lives to Sweet 
Adelines. One of these recipients is Paula, 
a baritone extraordinaire. I recall her 60th 
birthday just a couple of years ago, which 
would  make her a young twenty year old 
when she joined. I guess she always knew 
she loved to sing, and combined with 
her musical talents, the Sweet Adelines 
organization was a perfect fit for her. 

So several of us started looking for the 
pin. Unfortunately the ground was not 
the best spot to identify it. I’m not sure 
what kind of trees were on the premises 
of the Toyota Centre, but whatever seeds 
drop from the trees there were attracting 
many birds. And where you have many 
birds you have a lot of bird droppings on 
the ground. This particular spot on the 
sidewalk was covered in bird droppings 
and feathers. Groups of women from 
other choruses joined us in our search 
for the pin. They all understood what 
that little pin stood for and were all 
sympathetic to our cause. Unfortunately 
the pin was not found. So Paula decided 
that she was not going to worry about it 
and that she would probably buy a new 
one from Harmony Bazaar.  

Come Friday morning, Margaret and I 
talked at length about Paula’s pin and we 
decided that we wanted to buy her a new 
one. We were planning to go to Harmony 
Bazaar Saturday and present it to her 
at our next get-together. Later that day, 
Paula was telling us that she had decided 
she wasn’t going to worry about getting 
a new pin. The pin was lost and that 
was the end of it. That night Margaret 
and I went back to our room and started 
getting ready for bed. The finals were 
tomorrow and we wanted to get an early 
start in the morning. That’s when I got out 
of bed to go to the bathroom. And that’s 
when I heard the clicking sound on the 
porcelain bathroom floor.  

I came out of the bathroom and told 
Margaret to turn her light on. I wanted 

to show her the sole of my sandal. I 
explained to her that something was 
stuck under my sandal and I was afraid it 
was some broken glass. To our surprise, 
we saw Paula’s pin nicely settled at 
the bottom of my sandal. It was badly 
scratched – after all I had been walking 
on it for over a day. We both looked at 
each other with amazement. Just the 
chance of me stepping on the pin when 
so many people were looking for it was 
stunning in itself. That night I took a 
picture of my sandals showing how nicely 
the pin had pierced the sole and nestled 
itself there without me feeling a thing. We 
went to sleep that night with smiles on 
our faces, thinking of the next day when I 
would present Paula with her pin. During 
breakfast the next morning I showed 
the picture of my sandal to JoAnne, our 
chorus president. She suggested that I 
simply show Paula several of my pictures 
taken in the last few days and let her 
come across the picture of my sandals 
adorned with her pin. 

Saturday—the Finals, and everyone finds 
their seat at the Toyota Centre. You can 
feel the excitement in the air. I was sitting 
in my seat and scanning the seats around 
me to see if I could spot Paula. Just my 
luck, she was sitting in the row above me 
with our Regional Quartet “Here & Now!”  
I waited for the first intermission to mosey 
up next to her. I was ready to jump out 
of my skin with anticipation but kept my 
cool and started to show her my pictures.  
When Paula reached the picture of my 
sandals I simply looked at her and waited 
for her reaction. It wasn’t long before 
she turned to me with tears in her eyes 
and hugged me in disbelief. We both 
hugged and cried a bit and looked again 
at the picture. I had packaged the pin in 
a gift wrapper and presented it to her. I 
apologised for scratching the pin but she 
didn’t care. The ladies around us looked 
at the picture in amazement as Margaret 
and I were telling the story of the night 
before in our bathroom.  

UNDERFOOT:
A STROkE OF GOOD LUCk



“Surprise!” And she was! Image City 
Sound Chorus, a chorus of Sweet 
Adelines International, surprised their 
director, Maggie Swift, with a party 
honoring her 50 years as a Sweet Adeline.  
The Carmen Clark Lodge in Brighton Park, 
Rochester NY was abuzz with excitement 
as 100 people gathered to celebrate and 
sing in her honor on Monday, August 
22, 2011. In attendance were past and 
present members from our Rochester area 
choruses: The Rochester Chorus, Seneca 
Soundwaves and Image City Sound (all 
Sweet Adeline choruses), Rochester 
Rhapsody—a Harmony Inc. chorus—and 
the SPEBSQSA men’s Chorus of the 
Genesee (COG). Quartets that performed 
included the COG’s Ra-Cha-Cha and 
Fever Pitch, Rochester Rhapsody’s De 
Ja Vu, and Twenty-Four Seven, a newly 
formed again quartet with members from 
Buffalo Gateway and Image City Sound 
Choruses.

How does one fill up 50 years? During 
her time as the director of the Rochester 
Chorus, Maggie continually had a top-five 
placement and led the chorus to seven 
regional championships. As the director of 
Image City Sound she guided the chorus 
to five regional small chorus, Division 
A championships, which included a 
5th-place overall medal. For a little more 
than seven years, Maggie was the DMA, 
director of regional music activities for 

Region 16. She is also well known  
as being the first female director of  
our local men’s barbershop chorus, 
Chorus of the Genesee, directing them 
to six international stage performances 
where she was one of the first female 
directors ever to be on the men’s 
International stage.

Besides directing, over the past 50 years 
Maggie has served on the regional and 
international music faculties, teaching 
and coaching extensively throughout 
the country for not only Sweet Adelines, 
but also for the men’s society and for 
Harmony Incorporated, another women’s 
barbershop harmony organization. Her 
singing talents made her a regional 
quartet champion and international 
semi-finalist. She is an accomplished 
barbershop harmony arranger, with many 
arrangements to her credit. Listed among 
the awards she has received is being the 
first recipient of the regional Larry Dale 
coaching award, the regional Lifetime 
Achievement Award, as well as Sweet 
Adeline of the Year. Maggie promotes 
the barbershop harmony style of singing 
to the youth of the area with various 
workshops through the New York State 
School Music Association.

During this special celebration, the 
microphone was passed around and many 
shared their stories and memories of 

singing with Maggie. Listening to 
these tributes, it was evident that 
she has been an inspiration to many 
people, some who have gone on to 
become teachers, leaders and directors 
themselves. Although she did not attend 
international in Houston this October 
to receive in person her 50-year pin, 
Maggie said, “This celebration outscored 
any celebration that would have been 
presented to me in international.” For 
Maggie, a director is no better than the 
combination of all her singers and those 
here tonight were part of making her 
achievements possible.

For information about Image City Sound 
or to contact Maggie, please visit www.
imagecitysound.com. You can also visit  
us in person at St. John’s Meadows,  
1 Johnsarbor Drive W (off Elmwood Ave) 
in Rochester, NY on Monday nights at 
7:00pm in the Briarwood Building.

A SWEET ADELINE 
MILESTONE

Finding Paula’s pin “underfoot” as one 
might say, was a stroke of good luck. 
However, I can’t stop thinking that maybe 
Paula’s pin actually found the sole of 
my sandal just to make sure it would be 
returned to its rightful owner. 

Submitted by Lorraine Wolff 
Greater Kingston Chorus

Maggie swift Celebrates 50 years



QUARTET
CORNER

SIXTEENTH NOTES IS SEEkING WRITTEN 
SUbMISSIONS FOR ITS QUARTERLY ISSUES! 

This is a fantastic opportunity for 
choruses to raise their profile and 
share experiences and insights about 
membership growth and other successes 
with chorus members across the region.

We’d love to hear your stories and see 
your pictures! Please send .jpg files of 
images and be sure they’re at least 100k 
in size so we can feature them properly. 
It’s so much fun to see your members 
featured in a regional publication.

To be included in the next issue,  
please send submissions to:  
kagey16@rogers.com no later than 
February 29, 2011.

How about a little number crunching for 
our Region 16 quartets? I am a baritone, 
after all, and do enjoy numbers… At the 
Fall Music School in Kingston recently, 
I counted representatives of TWENTY 
SIX registered Region 16 quartets! The 
number might even be higher—those are 
just ones I recognized in the audience 
and hallways of the Ambassador Hotel. 
Some had personal coaching and PVIs, 
so added to the many nuggets shared by 
Patty Cobb Baker, there will have been a 
whole lot of information being shared at 
the next quartet rehearsals!

The total number of registered quartets 
sent from international in November of 
2010 was 44. This year the number is 
49—that is almost 200 people singing in 
foursomes. Yippee! In those 49 quartets, 
we have THIRTEEN new ones! Every 
year, a few dissolve and many find new 
personnel to form a different blend of 
voices, goals and personalities. I am 
convinced that we all need to be singing 
where we are happiest. Sometimes that 
means finding a different fit. Wouldn’t 
it be welcoming if existing Region 16 
quartets sent an email to welcome those 
new quartets listed below? Go for it. 
Wouldn’t it be a treat to receive one? 
Browse the regional website to see who is 

whom… If you haven’t sent Kagey Gray  
a picture of your quartet yet, get on it.  
A candid shot is fine.

Beaujolais 
Canadian Showtime /Bytown Beat 
cooper.mccue@sympatico.ca 

Calico 
Bay of Quinte 
wtwh2o@bellnet.ca

Crazy Rhythm 
Lake Effect Harmony 
nexishamer@aol.com

Deep Blue 
Harmony North/North Metro 
mellenbrown@hotmail.com 

Full Circle 
Barrie-Huronia/CAL 
angie.brohm@qg.com 

Here Comes Treble! 
Capitaland 
mebmurphy@gmail.com 

Infinity 
Durham Shores/North Metro/
Northumberland/York Highlands 
anne_leitch@rogers.com 

KeyRings 
Canadian Showtime   
nicolesplace@sympatico.ca 

Kharma 
Orangeville 
heckman@sympatico.ca 

New Edition 
Circle of Harmony 
macinnissj@gmail.com 

Pitch Session 
Spirit of Syracuse 
addie0514@aol.com 

Splash! 
Greater Kingston 
jvincent15@cogeco.ca 

Strong Spirits 
Spirit of Syracuse 
wysherry@yahoo.com 

Be sure to tell your quartet mates about 
the Quartet School in June 2012. See the 
“Save the Date” page describing this fun 
event in this issue of the 16th Notes.

Yours with a song,
Paula Allen, Quartet Coordinator  
paulaallen@cogeco.ca 
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reGiOn 16 is offering a quartet school for all quartets, coaches and  
quartet wanna-bes!

June 8th and 9th, 2012 

Faculty: Diane Huber and Diane Porsch

if you were lucky enough to attend the mass sing in Houston in October, 
you would have been charmed by Diane Huber directing. Hundreds of sweet 
Adelines from around the world laughed and sang with her. Besides being 
fabulous and funny, Diane is on the international faculty 
team, a master director and won a quartet champion crown with 
Ambiance.

Diane Porsch is also on the international faculty team and is newly back 
from coaching and teaching in sweden. she has taught those 
swedes how to be tall, blond and sing so well. we know and love her as the 
master director of Buffalo-Gateway Chorus.

this quartet event in June 2012 is open to all quartets, 
registered or not, as well as to singers who are preparing themselves to be in a 
quartet. Coaching will be offered to all foursomes and even quartet 
trios, as time and faculty slots are available. there will be classes galore and 
a relaxed, supportive performance opportunity on the Friday 
night for all of us to sing for one another.

this school will be kept affordable on a school campus. Much more information 
will follow in the new year. SAVE THE DATE! JUNE 8th and 
9th 2012. this will be one event you don’t want to miss!

QUARTET
SCHOOL
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REGIONAL 
MANAGEMENT TEAM

regioNal teaM CoordiNator 
Martha DeClerq 
York Highlands 
teamcoordinator@saregion16.com

CoMMuNiCatioNs/teChNology 
CoordiNator 
Kagey Gray 
north Metro 
ctc@saregion16.com

direCtors’ CoordiNator 
Pat Vipond 
Orangeville 
dc@saregion16.com

eduCatioN CoordiNator 
Pam Calveric 
Buffalo Gateway 
education@saregion16.com

eveNts CoordiNator 
sandy Blamowski 
Buffalo Gateway 
eventscoordinator@saregion16.com

fiNaNCe CoordiNator 
April stoness 
Greater Kingston 
fc@saregion16.com

MarKetiNg CoordiNator 
Cathy stovold 
north Metro 
mkt@saregion16.com

MeMBershiP CoordiNator 
Kim Higdon 
river Valley 
member@saregion16.com

rMt assoCiates 

adMiNistrative assistaNt 
Frannie Lipson 
north Metro

sixteeNth Notes editor 
Joanne Mitchell 
north Metro

Acapella North (Formerly St. Lawrence)
Canton, New York

Barrie-Huronia Soundwaves
Barrie, Ontario
www.barriesweetadelines.com

Bay of Quinte
Belleville, Ontario

Buffalo Gateway
Buffalo, New York
www.buffalogatewaychorus.com

Bytown Beat
Orleans, Ontario
www.bytownbeat.com

Canadian Showtime
Ottawa, Ontario
www.canadianshowtimechorus.com

Capitaland
Albany, New York
www.capitalandchorus.org

Carousel Harmony
Vestal, New York
www.carouselharmony.org

Chautauqua Shores
Jamestown, New York
www.kinzua.net/~cshores

Circle of Harmony
Oakville, Ontario
www.circleofharmony.ca

City of Lights
Tonawanda, New York
www.harmonize.com/Cityoflights

City of the Hills
Oneonta, New York
www.harmonize.com/chc

Durham Shores
Oshawa, Ontario
www.harmonize.com/Durhamshoreschorus

Eastside Harmony
Pickering, Ontario
www.eastsideharmony.org

Greater Kingston
Kingston, Ontario
www.greaterkingston.org

Harmony North
Thornbury, Ontario
www.harmonynorth.ca

Image City Sound
Rochester, New York
www.imagecitysound.com

Kawartha Music Company
Peterborough, Ontario

Lake Effect Harmony
Boston, New York
www.lakeeffectharmony.org

North Metro
Toronto, Ontario
www.northmetrochorus.com

Northumberland
Cobourg, Ontario
www.interpool.ca/sweetadelines

Ontario Heartland
Mississauga, Ontario
www.ontarioheartlandchorus.ca

Orangeville
Orangeville, Ontario
www.orangevillechorus.com

Pineridge
Uxbridge, Ontario

River Valley
Schenectady, New York
www.saregion16.com/rivervalleychorus

Rochester
Rochester, New York
www.saregion16.com/rochesterchorus

Saratoga Soundtrack
Saratoga Springs, New York
www.saratogasoundtrack.org

Scarborough
Scarborough, Ontario
www.scarboroughchorus.com

Seneca Soundwaves
Canandaigua, New York
www.senecasoundwaves.com

Seven Valley
Cortland, New York
www.sevenvalleychorus.com
 
Skyway Connection
Stoney Creek, Ontario
 
Spirit of Syracuse
Syracuse, New York
www.spiritofsyracuse.com
  
York Highlands
Newmarket, Ontario
www.yorkhighlands.com  

REGION 16 CHORUSES


